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ABORTION PROCEDURES — LIVE BIRTHS 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: We know from answers to parliamentary questions  
that between July 1999 and December 2016, 27 Western Australian babies were born alive after surviving an 
abortion procedure. In addition, we know that 21 of these 27 infants were born at 20 weeks’ gestation or later. Of 
those 21, six Western Australian babies were born at 26 weeks’ gestation or later. Indeed, we can infer that one of 
those six was at 34 weeks or later. Most distressingly, Parliament has also been told that none of these 
Western Australian infants was afforded any medical treatment; in other words, they were left to die. 

Yesterday, the government conceded that there was a statutory duty to report these 27 deaths to the State Coroner, 
and confirmed that this has not been done, notwithstanding the fact that the Coroners Act, at section 17, attributes 
a $1 000 penalty should that not be done. Members are aware that I have been pursuing this matter for many years, 
following the good work and revelations uncovered by Hon Ed Dermer in the thirty-eighth Parliament. As 
a member of the then opposition, he asked the then government how many of these Western Australian infants had 
been born alive and, in effect, left to die. The answer was 14. When I pursued the matter in the thirty-ninth Parliament, 
after Hon Ed Dermer retired, the number had increased from 14 to 20. When I pursued the matter again last year, 
in this fortieth Parliament, the number had increased to 27. There is plainly a systemic problem. 
Western Australian infants should never be left to die. 
Members will be aware that yesterday, during Committee of the Whole House for the Coroners Amendment  
Bill 2017, the government confirmed that there would be nothing to stop a member of Parliament writing to the 
State Coroner to report those deaths. I advise the house that I have today written to the Coroner’s Court of 
Western Australia, and my letter reads as follows — 

Dear Coroner, 
REPORTING OF THE UNNATURAL DEATHS OF 27 WESTERN AUSTRALIANS 
I am writing to report the unnatural deaths of 27 infants in Western Australia during the period of 
July 1999 to December 2016. 
Yesterday the Government informed the Legislative Council that the deaths of 27 babies born alive 
following an abortion procedure between July 1999 and December 2016 have not been reported to your 
office. The Minister confirmed that, pursuant to advice from the State Solicitor’s Office, these deaths are 
reportable as defined under the Coroners Act. The Minister further informed the House that nothing prevents 
me from reporting these deaths to you in the ongoing absence of the Department of Health doing so. 
On 15 June 2017 Parliament was told that there had been 27 cases of abortion procedures resulting in 
a live birth between July 1999 and December 2016. Disturbingly, it was also disclosed that there was no 
record of medical intervention provided in any of these cases of live births and that these 27 babies 
subsequently died. 
21 of these cases were revealed to be of babies born at 20 weeks gestation or later. From further 
information provided to Parliament on 10 April 2018 it was revealed that 15 of these births were at the 
gestational age of between 20–25 weeks, and 6 were at 26 weeks or later with 1 being 34 weeks or later. 
In 2000 in a similar case in the Northern Territory, the instance of a baby born alive following an abortion 
who subsequently died was reported to the Coroner and a Coroner’s Inquest was carried out. In the 
findings, the Coroner made the point in relation to the case that “the fact that her birth was unexpected 
and not the desired outcome of the medical procedure, should not result in her, and babies like her, being 
perceived as anything less than a complete human being. Similarly, the fact that her death was inevitable 
should also not have the same result. The old, the infirm, the sick, the terminally ill are all entitled to 
proper medical and palliative care and attention.” The Coroner also stressed the point that “the public 
have a right to be informed and take part in any debate. The coronial process is the means by which they 
are informed. This is why it is important that these kind of deaths be reported to the Coroner.” 
The Northern Territory Coroner recommended that protocols be put in place to ensure that babies who 
survive termination procedures are subject to urgent medical assessments. It was also recommended that 
all hospital and clinic staff are made aware of their legal obligations to report deaths of this nature. 
I respectfully urge you to undertake an Inquiry into the deaths of these 27 Western Australian babies who 
despite being entitled to medical attention did not receive any and subsequently died. It is disturbing that 
these deaths, despite being clearly reportable, have not been reported. Medical staff should be aware of 
their obligations under the law to provide medical attention to these babies regardless of the circumstance 
of their birth and their obligations under the Coroner’s Act to report any unexpected deaths. 
I have attached the following relevant documents for your reference: 
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1. Parliament of WA Hansard Extract—18 September 2018; 
2. Question On Notice No. 5 asked in the Legislative Council on 11 May 2017 by 

Hon Nick Goiran MLC; 
3. Question On Notice No. 651 asked in the Legislative Council on 13 March 2018 by 

Hon Nick Goiran MLC; and 
4. Northern Territory Coronial Inquiry Findings—10 April 2000. 

I would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of my correspondence and update me as to the 
progress of this matter. 
Yours sincerely, 

Madam President, I know this is a matter of interest to a number of members of this place and, indeed, outside the 
house, so I seek leave to table this letter and its attachments. 
Leave granted. [See paper 1873.] 
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